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Rhetoric, Hermeneutics, and
ideology-Critique

Hans-Georg Gadamer
Translated by G. B. Hess and R. E. Palmer

Philosophical hermeneutics takes as its task the opening up of the hermeneu-
tical dimension in its full scope, showing its fundamental significance for our
entire understanding of the world and thus for all the various forms in which
this understanding manifests itself: from interhuman communication to ma-
nipulation of society; from personal experience by the individual in society to
the way in which he encounters society; and from the tradition as it is built of
religion and law, art and philosophy, to the revolutionary consciousness that
unhinges the tradition through emancipatory reflection.

Despite this vast scope and significance, however, individual explorations
necessarily start from the very limited experiences and fields of experience.
My own effort, forinstance, went back to Dilthey’s philosophical development
of the heritage of German romanticism, in that I too made the theory of the
Geisteswissenschaften (humanistic sciences and social sciences) my theme.
But I hope to have placed it on a new and much broader footing linguistically,
ontologically, and aesthetically; for the experience of art can answer the pre-
vailing presumption of historical alienation in the humanistic disciplines, I be-
lieve, with its own overriding and victorious claim to contemporaneousness, &
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